Libbie Doney 
Come 387 
Black Mirror Essay 
4/8/19 


The Entire History of You 

	This was my first time watching Black Mirror, it was very interesting to see the way they incorporate technology into their episodes for viewers to see the advantages and disadvantages of technology. The episode I chose to watch, led to many disadvantages and eventually destroyed the main characters morals and values, leading him to destroy his marriage and way of life. This was a great example of what technology can do and limits that they push.
The episode “The Entire History of You” is about a future technology that every single person has and is a norm in every day to day life. Every individual has a chip behind their ear, that records everything that they see, allowing them to pull up any memory from the past. An individual uses a clicker that allows them to scroll through their memories, choosing any of them and then it can replay through their eyes or it allows them to pull it up on the Tv. In this case the main character Liam realizes that his wife had cheated on him and he keeps revisiting past memories of his wife and the male mistress. He makes his wife pull up memories of the incidents. Since Liam keeps revisiting these memories, this causes him to go practically insane. He starts heavily drinking, he hit his wife, beat up the male mistress and accuses that their child is not his. In the end, his wife and daughter leaves him, causing him to be himself, replaying all the happy memories of their relationship. Realizing he went to far and now he only has himself. He eventually cuts open the back of his ear and takes out the chip. 
After watching this episode, a lot of ethical issues pop into mind. Other individuals could get information from someone’s chip, allowing them to see your whole life history. Another is if something traumatic has happened to you, it would be with you forever and you would never be able to forget it. In the episode, it showed that you were able to delete certain clips that you didn’t want, but is it really gone forever? This reminds me of when phones and social media became very relevant in everyone’s life. Pictures and videos posted on the internet are there forever. Yes, you may have deleted it but that doesn’t mean it is gone forever. This episode showcases a huge privacy issue. Privacy means so much to people and in fact is your own right to have. Liam forced his wife to pull up memories that she didn’t want him to see and she didn’t want to see them again either. This could be labeled emotional abuse. Having this much power and information about your own life and someone elses is very scary and could be harmful. 
The information Liam had caused him to go insane, he never stopped watching the memories, which never allowed him to get over it. This pushed him over the edge, and I believe this is what Black Mirror was trying to portray throughout the episode. Too much technology throughout your daily life can push you over the edge mentally. Memories are meant to stay memories. You shouldn’t be able to relive them, even if you wish you could relive the good ones. That is what makes them great and special, that you can’t relive them twice. 
I agree with the conclusion of this Black Mirrors episode, that he chose to remove his chip in the end because he finally realized what it was doing to himself. At one point, he said to his wife, “this is not me, look what you've done to me”, but actually it was the chip in his head causing these reactions and emotions. After seeing the disadvantages of technologies in this episode, it makes me realize how serious technology could turn into. I don’t think this would ever happen in reality but at the rate we are going anything is possible. 

