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Technological Psychosis Essay 

	I am analyzing a commercial about Samsung display. In this commercial, Samsung explores the future with their new Samsung display and how it can make your life more exciting and worthwhile. It starts with the saying “Technology has a love for you” and proceeds to show a family and how they use Samsung display, the father holds a coffee mug with the display on it and it shows his health right on the mug he is drinking. His daughter wakes up in the morning and is talking to her dad as if he is there but it is only the display of him on her wall while is he getting ready for work as if he was there to wake her up. The mother as well calls her husband and the video pops up on the window while they video chat. They end the commercial with the saying “at the heart of Samsung’s display technology display is you.” 
	Kenneth Burke talks about technology psychosis has a “virtual body”. He talks about that this is more than human use of technology, in essence, through repeated interaction with the technology, a new virtual body has developed. And it is the virtual body, that is the mechanism of the compulsion of technology (Nicotra, 2017). When we aren’t using technology we find ourselves still trying to use it. When I sit on the couch, I’m constantly checking my phone because I swear I felt it vibrate but when I check it I have zero notifications. It’s as if our mind is creating a virtual world with technology. The article “The Uses of Compulsion: Addressing Burke’s Technological Psychosis” talked about a man wearing a Fitbit and he was so obsessed with seeing the blinking dots to see his daily activity that when he wasn’t wearing it he found it pointless to run or walk because what is the point if it wasn’t being tracked by his watched. Technology has shaped our minds into believing technology is practically the only way in which to live. Humanity’s reliance on technology out the “technical psychosis” forward as the most ominous trained incapacity (Hill, 2009). Burke created the Pentad to help us figure out when technological psychosis is taking place. The Pentad is a strategic method for analyzing discourse by focusing on how it attributes motivation to human action (Blakesley, 2002). They are simple statements about why people do things, even what they did, are thus potential material for dramatistic analysis (Blakesley, 2002). These human motivations should reference the five parts of the pentad being; to act, scene, agent, agency, and purpose. The pentad helps us identify and explain human motivation and why they do it through the form of rhetorical analysis (Blakesley, 2002). 
	I will use the pentad to better understand my commercial that I chose for this essay. 
Act: Samsung’s commercial about the future with the Samsung display technology. 
Scene: the act took place in the life of an ordinary family at home, school, work and their social life. 
Agent: the company Samsung performed the act 
Agency: the company used a coffee mug with the display wrapped around it so the father could see his health, just like the app on your phone. Next the daughter wakes up and her father is projected on the daughters wall as if he was there to wake her up for school. They were able to communicate even though he wasn’t there. The mother was in the kitchen on a display cutting board, where it showed her how to cut the vegetable and then when she removed the food the display turned into the recipe that she was cooking. When the daughter went to school all the kids had display laptops and they were playing the game Jenga as if it was the real wood blocks but it was really just a hologram. All the teachers had the smart display boards in their classrooms. The wife “facetimed” her husband while at home and when he answered he popped up on the house window that she was sitting next to and they continued to chat. While the father was on his way to work the display popped up on his car window and he was able to see the weather and when he pressed the “down arrow” the window rolled down and when he clicked up it rolled back up. The mother and daughter were laying on the floor In their home and they had a big display on their floor where they were able to lay on and they were able to click on apps and they were looking at constellations which practically displayed across their whole floor. The daughter was able to point at specific stars and move the display to look at different constellations. 
Purpose: the purpose of Samsung to show this commercial was to show their future in technology and all the advances they can do to help you live and love your life with your family. Constantly being connected at all times. 
	My analysis of my commercial ties in with Burke’s ideas on how technology is forming a virtual mind set. Samsung is creating a virtual life for individuals to interact in. In the commercial the family is using the Samsung display for literally everything in their daily tasks instead of communicating face to face. "What you have at the 'end of the line' is a vast human tragedy which might have been averted if humans had paid heed to their own knowledge of what more and more technology might bring” (Nicotra, 2017). Burke believes that technology is reversing our language (Nicotra, 2017). Burke agrees that technology is shaping humans but he still has a fatalistic view of the human-technology relationship. Technology is making humans more powerful beyond their naked bodies, no matter how much self-consciousness an individual as it can’t control the astounding powers of technology (Nicotra, 2017). With these ideas from Burke and the analyses of my commercial it makes sense that technology is reversing our language because with this new display, you really don’t have to know how to do anything. You just need to know how to touch a button and it does the rest for you. Technology has so much power that we could at one point in the future be using it for all of our everyday tasks. Instead of the father actually going to wake up his own daughter he can just click a button and he is projected on the wall for his daughter to see. This is decreasing the daughter’s knowledge of actually having that human interaction with her own father. If technological psychosis isn’t a problem now it will be in our near future. A solution to this is that we can limit how much technology is used for certain things. An example would be limiting technology in schools. In the commercial at the daughter’s school, everything was digital, even the game Jenga.I did not see one book being used, everything was on their touch display screen. How far can technology go? At some point children won’t even have to go to school because they will have everything they need at the touch of a button. 
	Technology is enhancing our everyday life but one day will it be fatal to our everyday life? The relationship between humans and technology is growing and Burke’s Pentad allows us to analyze different data to show us the motivations of humans and why they do things. Knowing these conclusions, we can get a better understanding of this data which allows us to know when technological psychosis is taking place. With these understandings we can make a change to limit it. 
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