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Walt Disney

The research I did was on the conglomerate The Walt Disney Company. Among all the conglomerates that are out there, I chose this one because of my favorite TV show, The Bachelor. The Bachelor is aired on the network ABC, also called American Broadcasting Company. I really like watching ABC because of its entertainment content and many Emmy-winning shows, such as Modern Family (abc.go.com). However, The Walt Disney Company is the third largest global media conglomerate and owns TV networks such as “ESPN”, “The Disney Channel”, and “E!” Other than broadcasting TV, they are also owners of other well-known companies that produces music, publish books, magazines, and newspapers. Also, internet groups, radio and recreation of theme parks, theatres and sports (pbs.org). Therefore, because of its success, The Walt Disney Company are now world-wide and has a huge impact on their audience and the world of entertainment across the globe.

Walt Disney productions was co-founded in 1923 by Walter Elias Disney and his brother Roy Disney, which became a pioneer in the development of animation. Today, Disney is one of the most famous names within the animation industry and is known for providing entertainment directed to families world-wide (Crowther,2018). Within three years after the company was founded, they had produced two movies and invested in a studio in Hollywood. The company went through some issues regarding distribution rights that 


threatened the company, but the creation of the famous Mickey Mouse in 1928 changed everything. Shortly after that, Disney launched many other famous characters such as Minnie 
Mouse and Donald Duck, which became the foundation of the company and would come to be a lot more than just animation (Sanders, 2018) 

Although, Walter Disney died in 1966, the company has increased its influence since 1923. In 1980, Disney Channel had its debut on cable TV and Disney expanded with several subdivisions and studios, for example, Touchstone Pictures, which allowed the company to produce films outside the standard family-oriented fare (Sanders, 2018). As a result, Disney gained an even bigger role in the entertainment industry. Today, Disney owns many well-known studios, TV stations, and theme parks and resorts, all over the world, such as America, Japan, France. With that being said, the company plays a big role and is behind a lot of the media we consume of every day, such as, Hollywood Pictures, Buena Vista Home, NFL.com, Family.com, Hollywood records, Anaheim Angels (partial owner), US weekly, (50% ownership), Disneyland, and ESPN Radio (pbs.org). 

The headquarters of the organization is located at the Walt Disney Studios in Burbank, California (corporateoffie.com.) Although, Walter Disney’s office has now turned into an exclusive restaurant where you need an invite in order to enter, his old belongings and interior are still there. Today, the CEO and Chairman of The Walt Disney Company is Robert Allen Iger who is an American media executive and businessman. During his time, Robert Iger has had to deal with accusations such as corruption and sexual harassment allegations in 

2017, which made some people turn against the organization (Rubin,2017.) However, the company still remains a strong public identity considering The Walt Disney’s stories, music, broadcasts, characters and experiences reach consumers and guests from every corner of the globe and create entertainment experiences that are both universally and locally cherished. In fact, a lot of people are unaware of how big of a conglomerate Disney actually is and would be surprised how big of an impact it has in our consumption of media.

Conglomerations do have a positive aspect, for example, The Walt Disney Company uses their power and variety of its brands, businesses, and creation to give back to the community and please people world-wide with their work, for example, in 2017 the 
company donated more than 348 million dollars to nonprofit organizations, in order to help kids, families, and communities in need (thewaltdisneycompany.com.) The fact that they not only provide joy, but also inspires younger children and positively influences our whole society is important. Of course, there can be some negative aspects of conglomerates as well, such as corruption. But in Disney’s case, I do not believe that there is an issue, considering the fact that they still are producing and offering good quality entertainment for everyone, and also give back to the society. The Walt Disney company also likes to include their audience, for example by letting the viewers be a part of the process, through volunteering and donations. Therefore, the company indicates that they care about their followers and subscribers, rather than being a company that just are looking for their money, which makes people feel good about the organization and that they want to support their work. 
	

Thinking back, I did not know of conglomerates or the definition of it, since I have never learned about it in school before. However, this class has made me realize that how important they are and how it influences my everyday life. Considering the amount of media people consumer today, I believe that this is something everyone should talk more 
about. Basically, a conglomerate works as a pyramid, with the conglomerate on top while the TV program or movie is on the bottom, including other companies and owners in between. In 
our case, The Walt Disney Company is the conglomerate on top, which then owns smaller companies and organizations that are placed underneath, such as ABC who sends TV 
programs such as The Bachelor. This scenario can also be explained in a different setting, for example, at St. Norbert College, we have the President who is in charge (like a conglomerate)  
and under him there is the faculty members (smaller companies) who basically are in charge of the students. 

Because of conglomerates big impact across the globe, I do believe that people needs to be more aware of the definition and meanings behind them, especially bigger ones such as The Walt Disney Company. Mostly, because people in our society are constantly consuming or experiencing their media and entertainment without even knowing it. Because although the organization is known for their animation, they are in charge of so much more, such as sports and news, which is shocking and hard to believe for a lot of people. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
In conclusion, large media conglomerates, and especially The Walt Disney Company has a huge impact and influences people all over the world. It is fascinating to see 

the progress and accomplishments and also the development they company has made over time, starting off with the two Disney brothers. There is no doubt that this conglomerate influences all members of the family among different cultures, and provides a lot of joy and a 
variety of entertainment to our society. Their success is well deserved and all the love and support from the audience is being answered through charitable giving, such as, contributions, 
in-kind gifts and employee volunteerism, which brings people together and brings positive change to communities across the globe.
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