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Introduction
Technology is an important part of our daily lives and has changed the ways in which we learn, speak, act, and interact with each other. Nowadays, it is also common for people to meet their other half through digital devices. Bumble is one of many dating applications that allows people to match, chat, date and make friendships online. The dating app was first launched in 2014, and is described as a female-focused dating app where women are required to make the first move. The founder, Whitney Wolfe Herd created the app with a goal to empower women and fight the traditional norms, in order to change people’s mindsets of dating (O'Brien & Waxman, 2019). Today, Bumble has over 80 million people of all genders across six continents using the application to make connections (Wolfe Herd, n.d.) Through Marshall McLuhan’s Four Effects Model, also called The Four Laws of Media, this paper will examine how Bumble enhances, obsolesces, retrieves, and reverses different aspects of communication and media in a dating setting. 
Theory
	Marshall McLuhan was a media scholar who emphasized that “the medium is the message,” meaning that he believed that the means of communication deeply affects the society through the content they deliver, and the characteristics of the means themselves and the new social environment they bring with them (BĂIAŞ, 2015). McLuhan argues that the effects of technology in our society can be analyzed by dividing the effects into four categories: enhancement, obsolete, retrieval and reversal or flip, also called tetrad (BĂIAŞ, 2015.)
	
Enhancement relates to McLuhan’s conception that the means of communication are extensions of the senses, body, and mind, since it is what increases, intensifies, or makes possible to accelerate the corresponding product. Therefore, it also effects the human perception and the structure of our society. Obsolescence is when something is pushed aside or is seen as outdated because of a new medium. Retrieval is described as the repetition or recovery of some actions or older services, meaning that it focuses on the past and what is brought back. Lastly, reversal or flip is described as the potential reversal of the new form, meaning that it focuses on the future (BĂIAŞ, 2015.) 
Bumble Analysis: Enhancement
	Bumble has enhanced our society by allowing people to meet, chat, date, and make friendships online through their digital devices. This gives the user more control when navigating the dating pool. Instead of risking being rejected in public, users can either swipe left to reject a prospective match or swipe right to accept. The users will also get a notification if there is an interest in one another, and a match is made. From the minute the match occurs, the girl then has 24 hours to reach out to her match, if she chooses not to, the match will expire after 24 hours (Bivens & Hoque, 2018.) Therefore, Bumble gives people, and especially girls more control of who they want to approach and get to know better, without being worried about rejection or public humiliation. Bumble has also enhanced our society by providing an alternative socio-technical reality where women can be confident and men can interpret their confidence anew. Meaning that this application allows females to approach a guy without being perceived as the “crazy” girl (Bivens & Hoque, 2018.)


Lastly, Bumble enhances our society to be able to do multiple things at ones. For example, by making it possible for people to cook dinner at home in their sweatpants while they find their future husband, wife or best friend. 
Retrieve 
	As mentioned, retrieval is known as bringing back a type of medium in a new form. Therefore, Bumble retrieves how people used to speed date. The idea of meeting a potential partner is still the same as it once was, but in today’s world it is a lot more common to do it via applications on our mobile devices. Bumble still allows people to do all the things that is involved in speed dating, but in a newer, faster, and more convenient way. Through the swiping feature, we are not only exposed to more people in shorter amount of time, but we can also choose who we want to spend more time talking to. Instead of having to get ready, and go somewhere in order to meet other individuals, we can now lay on the couch and binge watch The Office, while we speed date. For example, whenever my roommates and I will have a movie night, someone will always be swiping at some point during the movie. In that way, you can spend time with your girlfriends and still be looking for your other half. 
Reversal/Flip
	Every now and then, the media or technology can be reversed or flipped into the opposite of what it started out as (BĂIAŞ, 2015.) Even though, Bumble and other dating applications are meant to make it easier for people to approach and communicate with others, it has the potential to flip the purpose around, and actually make people more isolated and make it harder for people to interact with others. For example, if people only spend time talking to one another online 

through digital devices, where we have a lot of time to think about how to answer if we even choose to respond, it might weaken our communication skills in a face-to-face setting. Another reason why a dating application like Bumble might be reversed, is due to the safety concerns. Although, a lot of people might use their mobile devices to date, is because they want to protect themselves from being stood up or humiliated in public. Bumble allows people to hide behind a screen which might feel safer, but is it really?  Scholars argued that in situations where people can hide behind their screens, there is a higher risk of lack of accountability, and anti-social behaviors such as flaming, trolling, ghosting, and cyberbullying (Sharon & John, 2018.) The founder of Bumble, Whitney Wolfe Herd, revealed that dating applications are facing issues such as harassment, discrimination and sexism (O'Brien & Waxman, 2019.) 
Obsolescence
	As of right now, there is no proof that online dating will be outdated any time soon. However, dating applications like Bumble, has changed the way a lot of people date and meet people today. For example, a lot of adolescents meet their significant other via their mobile devices today. In fact, scholars argue that these “dating resources” is rapidly growing and is also described as a modern way of meeting people and forming relationships (Hardey, 2004).  Therefore, dating applications like Bumble is making the traditional way of dating, such as a face-to-face date at a restaurant obsolete. Nowadays, people can interact with others on their own terms and control the conversation better, through their digital devices. 
Evaluation
	Overall, I find Bumble as a fun and convenient dating application. I also like the idea of girls making the first move, and empower women all over the world. The findings about Bumble lead me to believe that this is a medium with more positive attributes than negative. This is a modern application that allows people to interact and make connections with people they maybe would not have met otherwise. Since it allows people to date online, there are fewer limitations. For example, people can build relationships with people that might not even live in the same country as them. Although, people might feel more confident to harass you behind a screen, it also gives the other person the opportunity to completely get rid of that person by blocking them or even report the account. Therefore, I believe that Bumble is a great place for people to connect and hopefully find their future wife or husband. 
Conclusion 
Bumble is an online dating application that was founded in 2014. It is described as a feminist dating app, since it challenges gender norms and forces women to make the first move (Wolfe Herd, n.d.) This paper analyses Bumble by using McLuhan’s Media Effects model, also called The Four Laws of Media. Bumble is one of many mediums that allows people to date and make friendships via a digital device, which has changed the way people build relationships in today’s society. 
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