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Image and Sound Essay
Intro
For this essay, I have chosen to analyze a significant scene from the movie “Joker.” In the scene, that is also called “the stairs dancing scene” there are a lot of different elements included such as, different kinds of framing, lighting, and sound throughout the scene. It matters since it is a very powerful scene that is used as a defining moment and a mark a turning point in the movie. At this point in the movie, the Joker, also called Arthur, had been facing untreated mental health issues, family secrets, and rejection by the society in many aspects. He was attacked by a gang, fired from his job, made fun of in public and on national television, and left without medication. When this scene takes place, Arthur is dancing down the stairs as he is celebrating his new persona and fully becomes the Joker. Although, there has been a lot of discussion regarding this movie and scene due to its controversy with violence and crime, I want to prove why this is a powerful and well produced scene through framing, lighting and sound. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Shot Selection and Effects
	The beginning of the scene starts out with the an over the shoulder shot, meaning that the camera is positioned behind the Joker. This makes it feel like the shoulder and back of the character are facing the audience. The Joker then turns around and the frame changes to a medium shot, also called mid-shot. This camera shot is one of the most common shot and shows an actor from the waist up, showing both the actor and their surroundings. This helps the audience get an understanding about the character and parts of the environment around them. During these two scenes, the background is blurry with only the character in focus. This effect is called shallow focus, which means that there is a small depth of field with only the middle-ground in focus. By using this effect, it is easy for the audience to focus more on the character than the surrounding. It also makes the scene look more dramatic. The following part portrays the Joker walking down the stairs in a low-angle, long shot. Low-angle meaning that the camera is lower than the filmed objects, which in this case is the Joker on the stairs. The long shot makes the Jokers entire body visible, as well as some of the surrounding space. This also makes it feel like the character has power and above everyone else. The camera then zooms in on the Joker, making the audience feel drawn into the character. The zoom also tells us that they used a focal lens that can go from a wide angle to a more closer angle and a mid-shot without switching lenses. The Joker is also seen from a high-angle shot by having the camera higher than the filmed object, which sometimes make the character look vulnerable. Throughout the scene on the stairs there are also some close-up shots, sometimes called single shots, that is only showing his chest to just above his head. This gives the audience the emotion of what the character is showing. There are also a few shots taken above the characters head, which makes the audience feel like they are looking straight down on him from the air. This can sometimes give an impression that mental illness or mental health issues are involved. Lastly, we see a two-shot portraying two cops. This shot allows both characters to be in the frame and gives the audience an equal divided image. 
Lighting
	The scene starts out with a low-key lighting with a very dark background. Due to the high contrast, the scene is very dark. Once the Joker enters the stairs, the background is brighter but still very dark in some areas which means that they did not change the lighting throughout the scene. By using this kind of lighting, the whole scene looks very mysterious, moody and dramatic. At the very end of the scene when the two cops are seen, the lighting looks brighter which means that they used a high-key lighting. This might make an audience feel hopeful and optimistic. Throughout the scene there was a soft light, which sometimes be used to make the actors look younger or more vulnerable. In this case, it really contributes to the movie and scene, in the way it gives the audience the impression of the Joker’s vulnerability throughout the whole movie. Even though this is a powerful scene and a turning point for him, he is coming from a dark place which is expressed through the lighting.  
Sound 
	In this scene, there is mostly music playing in the background, meaning that they used a non-diegetic sound. This is a sound that have been added and does not have a source on the screen.  The music starts out in a slower pace, which creates an emotional response and makes people feel immersed in the story. The soundtrack then develops into a faster pace which the scene more intense and suspenseful. A lot of people get affected directly by music since it reinforces the emotion of the scene. Once the Joker walks down the stairs throwing his arms and legs around, the beat of the music gives the audience a feeling of empowerment which makes us understand the characters turning point. At the end of the scene, the two cops start yelling at the Joker, which is a diegetic sound. This is a sound that includes dialogues and other sound effects that occur in the diegetic space and are a part of the characters world. There are also ambient sounds while they are yelling such as a train passing and wind blowing. This is a background noise that is not being first produced, and helps the scene feel more realistic and dramatic. 
Conclusion
	In conclusion, the framing/shot selection, lighting, and sound are a big part of why this scene is so powerful and important part of the movie. It helps the audience fully understand why this is a turning point in the movie and that Arthur is now changing his persona, attitudes and way of living his life. In other words, the scene would not have had such a big impact and influence on the audience without these elements included. I believe that this is a great movie, not only because of the story, but because of how it is produced. When I first saw this movie, I remember feeling very emotional afterwards and it did have an impact on me. Although the movie does contain a lot of mental health issues, crimes, and violence that other people might not be familiar with, the producers did a good job of making the Joker relatable and it was easy to feel empathy for him.  Lastly, I believe that this is a very well-produced movie and that this scene really sets the tone for the whole movie, due to its great shot selection, lighting, and sound. 
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