
Let's Talk about 
Social Media and
 Echo Chambers

(A Thread)



What is an 
Echo Chamber?

An echo chamber is on online space
where a user is faced with media that
is consistent with their own views and

helps to reinforce their existing
beliefs.1
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Online algorithms promote the spread of
political content, in the same way that it

curates advertisements for users!



When you              something on Facebook or
Instagram, the algorithms take your

preferences into account in order to show you
more content that caters to your interests.




How Do Echo Chambers
Occur?



Why Would Platforms Track
Your Political Engagement?

The more a person is exposed to
information that reinforces their point of

view, the higher their level of online
political participation will be.

The more you participate on the platform,
the more the site is benefitted!
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These algorithms can even track your activity
outside of the current app that you are using, so
that each of your social media accounts reflect

each other in terms of news and ads.












Tip: When you download a social media app, you can
refuse to allow these types of permission.

How Do Echo Chambers
Occur?



Echo chambers can feed into political
polarization, where the gap between members of

different political parties begins to grow.
When users are shown content that reinforces

their viewpoint, they lose the chance to
understand those who hold differing opinions.








Studies have also shown that when polarization is
high, misinformation spreads at a higher rate

than usual.

Danger of Echo Chambers
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Why is This Important?

45% of Facebook users state that the
platform is their primary source of

news, and two-thirds of social media
users say that they receive at least

some of their news information from
their social media accounts.
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Why is This Important?
We depend on social media for our news
content. If we are only shown information
that aligns with what we already believe,
we cannot get a holistic understanding of

the truth.



Misinformation campaigns are reinforced
through echo chambers, assuming that

users are not fact-checking the information
that they find online.





