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This mini assignment walks you through some of the process of conducting a general critical analysis. For comparison, the chapter in your textbook talks more specifically about different types of analysis.

Critical perspectives of communication focus on how communication is used to maintain power relationships. Language is a powerful tool, and it has the power to both maintain and change larger societal structures. Analyzing a text through a rhetorical or critical lens is a process of considering what the text is saying, how it is saying it, and how that text is then supporting the power relationships in our society. In other words, what does it all mean? Sometimes it is about the actual content of the artifact, and sometimes it is about the structure of the artifact. Sometimes it is both. This assignment will ask you to engage with all of these ideas.

Part 1

To begin, read these song lyrics and analyze them by answering the questions for Part 1: 

In the night, I hear 'em talk
The coldest story ever told
Somewhere far along this road, he lost his soul to a woman so heartless
How could you be so heartless?
Oh, how could you be so heartless?
How could you be so, cold as the winter wind when it breeze, yo
Just remember that you talkin' to me though
You know need to watch the way you talkin' to me, yo
I mean after all the things that we've been through
I mean after all the things we got into
Hey yo, I know of some things that you ain't told me
Hey yo, I did some things but that's the old me
And now you wanna get me back and you goin' show me
So you walk around like you don't know me
You got a new friend, well I got homies
But in the end it's still so lonely
In the night, I hear 'em talk
The coldest story ever told
Somewhere far along this road, he lost his soul to a woman so heartless
How could you be so heartless?
Oh, how could you be so heartless?
How could you be so Dr. Evil, you bringin' out a side of me that I don't know
I decided we weren't goin' speak so
Why we up three A.M. on the phone
Why does she be so mad at me for
Homie I don't know, she's hot and cold
I won't stop, I won't mess my groove up
Cause I already know how this thing go
You run and tell your friends that you're leaving me
They say that they don't see what you see in me
You wait a couple months then you gon' see
You'll never find nobody better than me
In the night, I hear 'em talk
The coldest story ever told
Somewhere far along this road, he lost his soul to a woman so heartless
How could you be so heartless?
Oh, how could you be so heartless?
Talkin', talkin', talkin', talk
Baby let's just knock it off
They don't know what we been through
They don't know 'bout me and you
So I got something new to see
And you just goin' keep hatin' me
And we just goin' be enemies
I know you can't believe
I could just leave it wrong
And you can't make it right
I'm goin' take off tonight
Into the night
In the night, I hear 'em talk
The coldest story ever told
Somewhere far along this road, he lost his soul to a woman so heartless
How could you be so heartless?
Oh, how could you be so heartless?
Songwriters: Benjamin Hudson McIldowie / Ernest Dion Wilson / Jeffrey Bhasker / Kanye Omari West / Malik Yusef El Shabazz Jones / Scott Ramon Seguro Mescudi

Part 1: Song Lyrics Analysis. With the above lyrics in mind, write brief responses (a few sentences) to the questions below.

1. What is the song about? 
The song is about a couple who is having relationship problems. The guy is saying the girl is heartless, questions how she could do this to her, and the girl’s friends are saying that they do not know what she sees in the guy she is dating. He says that even though she has a new friend, he has his homies who have his back. He tells her that she will never find someone better than him. Eventually, the guy says he will leave her. 
2. What power relationships are present in the lyrics?
The power relationships present in the lyrics are a boyfriend and girlfriend. Another relationship present is the girl and her friends and the guy and his homies. Essentially, this song is about his heartbreak. 
3. How does the song connect to larger, societal structures that tell us how to behave in relationships?
This song connects to a larger structure that tells us break-ups are heartful and always leave the individuals involved questioning the other’s actions. 
4. What other larger societal issues and structures can the song be connected to?
This can also be connected to the larger thinking that girls are typically the ones to hurt the guys in a relationship. 


Part 2

Next, listen to these two versions of the song (do not watch them yet), and complete the questions for Part 2:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Co0tTeuUVhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4U7iBb35w4

The song was originally sung by Kanye West, created for his album 808s & Heartbreak. It debuted during a fundraiser for the ONE Campaign held in conjunction with the 2008 Democratic National Convention in Denver and later became his second highest single debut and a top 10 Billboard hit. It was atypical for him, as he moved away from his rhyming style and made himself more vulnerable by singing about heartbreak. Kris Allen performed the song during the 8th season of American Idol. His cover was widely praised by the judges and helped to propel him forward to the final two. He then won his season of American Idol and the song later became a top 20 Billboard hit. 

Part 2: Song Analysis. With the above songs in mind, write brief responses (a few sentences) to the questions below.

1. Compare the musical styles and structures. What are the techniques used by each artist? How do these techniques make the songs sound and feel different?
Kanye West uses an upbeat, rap and pop style. He also has echoes in the background with more of an electro- feel. West uses a tone which shows heartbreak and also is asking the girl, almost yelling, how she could do this to him. 
Kris Allen sings it slower and gives a very heartbreaking and reflecting tone.

2. How do these style/structural choices influence the message that is sent, even though the words are the same?  
The different styles influence the message by changing the meaning a bit. West’s tone, while expressing heartbreak and sadness, also is making the girl feel guilty for being heartless. Allen’s tone gives more of a reflecting, lamenting message. He is telling a story, reminiscing, and basically asking how she could be so heartless, but he may not be actually talking to the girl. 


Part 3

Finally, watch the music video for Kanye’s version (Kris Allen did not release an official music video) and answer the questions for Part 3 (brief responses, a few sentences). 

1. How do the visual components of Kanye’s music video influence the messages of the song?
Kanye’s visual components make the song seem like he is agonizing over getting involved with the girl who broke his heart. He realizes she is fine without him, as it shows her smiling and dressing up, but he just does not understand how she could do that to him. 

2. How does the music video as an artifact differ from the song as an artifact? How does the song and music video differ from just the lyrics as an artifact? 
The music video differs from the song because in the music video it seems he includes other-initiated-other-repair mechanisms, even though the situation is not going to be fixed. He says it is her fault for being heartless, and as a result of nothing changing, he is planning on leaving her. The lyrics as an artifact make us think of the semiotics involved, because that is all we have to interpret. So mainly, we focus on what it means to be heartless. 
3. What do you think the music video would look like for Kris Allen’s version of the song? Do you think the visual messages would be similar, or different to, Kanye’s version?
I think if Kris Allen had a music video it would be different from Kanye’s and include shots of him playing the piano and singing passionately and sometimes dramatically starting out a car window, in the rain, and singing the song. 





