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1. 	Prompt One [approximately 1 paragraph]: Describe how the relationship between individual and family goals exacerbate the fault lines that are present in the family. Provide an example of how intent to inform, persuade, or establish common ground factors in. (5 points)
 
Response: One fault line that I was able to detect while watching the movie would be the line between the grandpa and Olive and the rest of the family. The mom, dad, uncle, and son did not want to go to the Little Miss Sunshine pageant. After a discussion as a family, everyone was on board, except the son. After a while the mother persuaded him to come with because she said she would help pay for flight school, later to find out that he is unfortunately color blind. When you are color blind, you are unable to attend flight school. 
 
2. 	Prompt Two [approximately 1 paragraph]: Though the family is not a work group, their behaviors can be understood through the Theory of Effective Intercultural Workshop Communication; describe how the theory’s perspectives on task/relational goals, beliefs/expectations, and bias/prejudice explain the family dynamics. (5 points)
 
Response: This family is very different from a lot of other families. The two children in the family are completely different. The little girl loves beauty pageants and is very passionate about what she does. Then on the other hand, the brother works out all the time and never says a word, so it is hard for his family to communicate with him. On the other hand, the father is very much a “go getter” and always wants to win. The mother, on the other hand, just wants her daughter to do the best she can during the pageant. They each have different perspectives on whether it would be worth it for the entire family to travel across the country for a beauty pageant. 
 
3. 	Prompt Three [approximately 1-2 paragraphs]: Describe how the five (5) foundational group characteristics impact the way the family functions as a group. In what ways might these characteristics have impacted the family’s approach to information sharing (link to an information sharing paradigm)? (10 points)
 
Response: The size of this family is a little bit larger than most families. Since they have their grandpa and uncle staying with them, it can make things more difficult in the ways of communication because they all seem to be very vocal on what they want so that can lead to some conflict. With the interdependence within the group. Everyone is dependent on each other. The mother kind of keeps everyone in line, her brother who is the uncle is dependent on her because he is not able to stay by himself because he attempted to kill himself. Identity within the group is a family identity, they are a family together but even though they may be dysfunctional, they all love each other, and they want the best for each other. The goal of the family is for Olive to be abv to compete in the Little Miss Sunshine beauty pageant. They all can communicate with each other to be able to function properly and get Olive to her pageant. The last group characteristic would be structure, this family communication structure isn't the greatest. The uncle really doesn't voice his opinion much, and kind of keeps to himself and the same with the brother. The father on the other hand, loves to voice his opinion on how the family is functioning and mist of the family members listen to him. 
 
4. 	Prompt Four [approximately 1-2 paragraphs]: Use three (3) factors from the bona fide group perspective to create an argument that highlights the ways in which context and environment impact the family (this means you choose which aspects of the bona fide perspective are the most relevant to what you’re seeing). How do these characteristics impact their team cognition? (10 points)
 
Response: One thing that really stood out to me when thinking about the movie and the Bona Fide Group Perspective is space. Most of the movie takes place in a van with 6 people. With this family being in such a small space, they tend to get annoyed with each other a lot easier. Most of the time while the family was in the van, they spent arguing about what their next move would be and that could affect their team's cognition in a negative way. Another perspective would be time, with the long road trip that this family is taking together, they spend a lot of time together. With that time that's spent together, some of it is spent arguing, but some of it is also spent mending relationships. When the family is arguing, nothing is getting done, and that affects the team's cognition because they are not communicating properly. The last perspective that correlates with the movie would be interdependence. Even though this group of people is an entire family, there were still little subgroups. One group was the grandpa and Olive, another group was the mom and dad, and the last group was the uncle and the son. Each of these subgroups felt better communicating with each other rather than with the whole family. 
 
5. 	Prompt Five [approximately 1-2 paragraphs]: List examples from the film that represent three (3) of the five types of ties that are present in groups (please choose three separate examples – one for each tie). How do these ties fit within the family’s decentralized/centralized communication structure (choose which type of structure you see, and make it clear why you believe the family has that structure)? (10 points)
 
Response: The first time that I was able to detect in the film would be a proximity. Olive and the grandpa were very connected and shared the same interest. The grandfather helped Olive practice for her pageant and that brought them closer together and they had a decentralized communication structure because they felt open enough to ask each other anything. Another tie that I was able to detect is material. The only way the mother was able to get the son to come with on the trip was to promise him that she would pay for his flight school. Even though it is not an actual thing being given to him, it is still something being promised to be paid for. They have a more centralized way of communication because the son doesn't really speak, so when he does need to speak, he writes it on a notepad and shows the person he's talking to. The last tie that I was able to detect would be cognitive, since this is a family structure, everyone knows everyone. But the mother and father seem to be the closest. They tend to talk to each other the most and make most of the decisions for the family. The mother and father have a decentralized communication relationship, they tend to talk to one another with no specific point of power between the two. 

