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The question | set out to answer was, "How many
LGBTQ+ individuals play lead roles in Netflix's
original romantic comedies?’. | love romantic
comedies, but most of the time, the lead character
who is search of love is heterosexual. So, | thought it
would be interesting to find out if Netflix challenged
this norm at all because | believe it's unfair that
queer individuals never really get to see someone
like them in a movie about love, but that's also funny
and not something that's overly complicated/sad.
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It is unfortunately unsurprising that only 1 out of the
20 romantic comedies featured an LGBTQ+ lead role.
That film happened to be "Wine Country”, in which
the main character is a lesbian.

This means that 5% of the movies | analyzed
featured an LGBTQ+ lead. While | didn't analyze
every single Netflix original romantic comedy, | find
it a little sad that out of 20, there was only 1 with an
LGBTQ+ lead. However, lesbians are usually less
represented in film, with only 56 lesbian speaking
roles in over 600 movies released between 2014 to
2019 (Annenburg Report 2020).
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DISCUSSION

Unfortunately, my results are not good at all as they
continue the underrepresentation of LGBTQ+
characters in film. However, in comparison to the
Annenburg Inclusion Initiative's research, Netflix isn't [T,

far behind. With 56 lesbian speaking roles in 600
movies, that means that 9.33% of movies had a
lesbian speaking role, while my research shows that o~
\ 5% of Netflix originals have a lesbian speaking role.
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