
INTRODUCTION

The quest ion I  set  out  to answer was ,  "How many
LGBTQ+ indiv iduals  p lay lead ro les in  Netf l ix 's
or ig inal  romantic comedies?" .  I  love romantic
comedies ,  but  most of  the t ime,  the lead character
who is  search of  love is  heterosexual .  So ,  I  thought i t
would be interest ing to f ind out i f  Netf l ix  chal lenged
this  norm at  a l l  because I  bel ieve i t 's  unfair  that
queer indiv iduals  never  real ly  get  to see someone
l ike them in a  movie about love ,  but  that 's  a lso funny
and not something that 's  over ly  compl icated/sad.

METHODS

I  decided to analyze 20 di f ferent Netf l ix
or ig inal  romantic comedies to see i f  the lead

character  was part  of  the LGBTQ+
community .  When searching for  these f i lms ,  I

s imply typed in  the search bar ,  "Netf l ix
or ig inal  romantic comedy" ,  and randomly

chose the f i rst  20 that  pop up on my screen.
I  then analyzed the f i lms to see which of

them starred a queer person,  made note of
i f  there was one at  a l l  and what part  of  the

community they are in  (gay ,  lesbian ,
transgender ,  etc . ) ,  and then came up with
percentages of  representat ion at  the end.

RESULTS

I t  is  unfortunately unsurpr is ing that  only 1  out  of  the
20 romantic comedies featured an LGBTQ+ lead ro le .

That f i lm happened to be "Wine Country" ,  in  which
the main character  is  a  lesbian .



This  means that  5% of  the movies I  analyzed

featured an LGBTQ+ lead.  Whi le  I  d idn 't  analyze
every s ingle Netf l ix  or ig inal  romantic comedy,  I  f ind
it  a  l i t t le  sad that  out of  20,  there was only 1  with an

LGBTQ+ lead.  However ,  lesbians are usual ly  less
represented in  f i lm,  with only 56 lesbian speaking

roles in  over  600 movies re leased between 2014 to
2019 (Annenburg Report  2020) .

DISCUSSION

Unfortunately ,  my results  are not good at  a l l  as  they
cont inue the underrepresentat ion of  LGBTQ+

characters in  f i lm.  However ,  in  comparison to the
Annenburg Inclusion In it iat ive 's  research ,  Netf l ix  isn ' t

far  behind.  With 56 lesbian speaking ro les in  600
movies ,  that  means that  9 .33% of  movies had a

lesbian speaking ro le ,  whi le  my research shows that
5% of  Netf l ix  or ig inals  have a lesbian speaking ro le .
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MOVIES

Good on Paper
Murder Mystery
Ready to Mingle
The Last  Summer
Naked
A Perfect Pair ing
When We First  Met
Senior  Year
Set i t  Up
Fal l ing Inn Love
Lovehard
After l i fe  of  the Party
Dumpl in '
A lways be My Maybe
Hol idate
Wine Country
love ,  guaranteed
The Royal  Treatment
The Perfect Date
 Resort  to Love
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